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The Canadian Christian Relief and Development Association (CCRDA) is an association of Canadian Christian organizations 

and individuals involved in relief, development, and justice who are committed to integrated, transformational development.  

Farmers are finding new hope for environmental 

stability in the fields in Guatemala, thanks to 

World Renew (known as the “Christian Reformed 

World Relief Committee” from 1962-2012). One 

such farmer is Luis Alfredo Juc, who lives in San 

Antonio La Pinada village.  

 

Luis comes from a farming family, and started 

planting corn and black beans, when he was just a 

child. To prepare the ground, he would burn all 

the weeds and also use herbicide. “Every year, my 

crop was smaller so I began to use more and 

more chemical fertilizer until I burned my whole 

plot,” he explains. 

 

While chemical fertilizers can boost production 

when used appropriately, their overuse can be 

harmful. Luis was unsure how he’d be able to 

support his family on this overused and burned 

plot. Then he received training from World Renew 

and its local partner, Vid Y Pompanos (Vine and 

Branches).  

Sustaining God’s Creation in  
    Guatemala  

A Healthy Environment for 
   Sustainable Development 

Sustainable development cannot be thought of in 

isolation of environmental integrity.  In fact, our 

future will be characterized by competing priorities 

of energy, water and food.  Underpinning each of 

these is a need for a healthy and functioning 

environment.  A failure of the millennium 

development goals left this as a secondary issue 

rather than identifying that renewable resources play 
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“They used the Bible to convince farmers that God 

wants us to care for the land and produce crops. I 

had thought God had cursed me by giving me land 

a key role in development.  Our current market 

economy values short-term economic gains over 

long-term sustainability.  The market mechanisms do 

not place a value on clean air, clean water, healthy 

soils or standing forests.   

 

As environmental services hold little to no value, they 

become less relevant for economic gains. At World 

Vision Canada we aim as on office to ensure that we 

reduce our environmental and carbon footprint by 

By Adele Konyndyk, World Renew 

By Josh Folkema, World Vision Canada 
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Happy New Year to all our members.  I hope some of 

you are getting a chance to have a little outdoor fun 

in the snow.  So far, here in the Toronto area, it 

seems we are forced to make our own snow – as the 

machines are heating up to coat the ski slopes 

thinly.  It is an odd sort of winter, with people 

wearing shorts last week and now plunging to -12. 

 

I’m pleased to introduce our Winter edition 

newsletter, continuing our reflections on the 

Millennium Development Goals.  This time, we asked 

our members to share some content around the 

work they are doing to address the Seventh 

Millennium Development Goal of Ensuring 

Environmental Sustainability (MDG 7).  A good topic 

as we grumble our way through the blues of 

January.  We asked our members to discuss what 

they are doing concerning the Target 7A, which 

speaks to ‘integrating the principles of sustainable 

development in their country policies and 

programmes, reversing the loss of environmental 

resources.’   We have received a number of articles 

related to such issues as the challenges of local and 

global changes that undermine sustainability, to 

farmers finding new hope for environmental stability, 

to combatting the effects of climate change that have 

impacted harvests, to challenging the MDG process 

overall for governments’ reducing the lamplight on 

this important goal due to the attention on the other 

pressing goals.   

 

The target indicators for MDG 7A have measured 

some signs of decreasing deforestation overall but 

the levels are still alarming with Africa and South 

America showing the largest net losses.  Climate 

change, similarly, has yet to realize consensus 

around some critical concerns.  However, the UN has 

hailed the Montreal Protocol (2009) as a success, 

which many believe illustrates that climate change is 

within their grasp – though many might argue to the 

contrary.  Global emissions of carbon dioxide show 

slow-downs and increases but it seems that many of 

the declines are short-lived.  2020 projections could 

see emissions rise as much as 65% over 1990 

levels.  However, all governments are now legally 

Chairperson’s Message 
By Phil Tanner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

obligated to phase out ozone-depleting substances 

(ODS) and as of 2010, we marked the first time that 

nearly all ODSs had been stopped, which are predicted 

to have wide-ranging and profound health implications 

for the world’s populations.   

 

The term ‘sustainable development,’ within the context 

of the MDG, is “development that meets the needs of 

the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.”  There is a triple 

bottom line to this complex subject, however, wherein 

social, economic and environmental equity and demand 

have to be taken into account.  Some aspects of Goal 7 

– such as access to safe drinking water – are on track to 

achieve the target in most regions and modest success 

in sanitation.  However, integrating sustainable 

development into country policies and programmes is 

much slower.  The World Bank reported that activities 

to address this have been increasing over the past few 

years, to counter losses of natural resources.  Overall, 

their Environmental and Natural Resource Management 

(ENRM) activities account for 9% of total new WB lending 

over the past 5 years.  It has been argued that progress 

and investments have been far below the required 

levels, given the magnitude of the impact for the 

future.  It is often difficult to balance the short-term 

economic drivers against the long-term, often 

uncertain, outcomes in the future.  As one of our 

members suggest in their article, industry has yet to set 

appropriate values on our forests, water and air, which 

will make them important economic drivers in 

themselves.  In addition to this, there has been 

inadequate attention to managing growth with equity. 

With the rise of the mega-cities, increasing rural/urban 

migration, and often not integrating our health and 

poverty strategies with this unequal growth, serious 

challenges are looming. 

 

Thanks to our contributors to this newsletter and 

wishing all our members a successful 2013 in their 

efforts to help the world’s most marginalized.  

 

Philip Tanner is the 

CCRDA Chairperson 

and the Director of 

International Programs 

at Christian Children’s 

Fund of Canada 

 



 
  

   Sustaining God’s Creation in Guatemala  from page 1 

promoting teleconferencing, alternative work 

arrangements, composting and community 

gardens. In our programs our goal is to ensure 

that environmental issues are integrated into all 

projects and that we are doing no harm.    

 

      

For example, we help farmers to incorporate into 

their practices sustainable principles such as 

conservation farming.  

hopes to help entire communities discover fruitful 

livelihoods and flourishing futures through Christ 

while also caring for the world that God has given 

them.  

 

 
 A Healthy Environment for Sustainable Development   

  from page 1 
A Healthy Environment for Sustainable Development 

from page 1 We also have the responsibility of being proactive 

where negative impacts have already occurred.  We 

promote the use of fuel-efficient stoves, which not 

only reduce carbon emissions and deforestation 

but can have a significant positive impact on the 

health of mothers and children. Our forests play a 

critical role in the healthy economies of our 

communities.  We promote farmer managed natural 

regeneration as a low-cost and effective way to 

rehabilitate large degraded areas.  We support 

building of tree nurseries for economic and 

environmental purposes.  Where incentives are not 

enough to encourage people to engage in forest 

protection, we work with carbon markets to help 

bring additional resources into communities.  
 

 

Adele Konyndyk is a writer 

for World Renew. 

A community member in Western Guatemala prepares 

soil beds for planting corn, tomatoes, carrots and other 

produce. He and farmers like Luis Alfredo Juc learned 

improved farming techniques as part of a World Renew 

agriculture program. 

 

improve their lives through 

programs in conservation 

agriculture, preventative health 

care, and education. Through 

this ministry, World Renew 

so bad, but I learned that God wanted me to 

succeed. I learned that it was my responsibility to 

care for what God had given me and to care for all 

of God’s earth. I began to use organic farming 

methods and diversify my crops. Luis’ harvest is 

now triple what it was five years ago. “I am teaching 

my children that caring for the earth is a way of 

being a good Christian,” he says. World Renew and 

Vid y Pompanso are working in Kanjobal, Peten, and 

Kekchi regions of Guatemala to help people like Luis 

Josh Folkema, Business 

Development Manager, Resource 

Acquisition and Management    

Unit, International and Canadian 

Programs, World Vision Canada. 



for a Better Future 

Farming in Harmony with Nature  

  
ARUSHA REGION, Northern Tanzania— Like most 

small-scale farm families in northern Tanzania, 

Richard and Rose Kipara and their five children rely 

on their crop of maize (corn) for food and income. 

In 2004, they started practicing conservation 

agriculture (CA)—a holistic system of farming that 

conserves soil and moisture through zero or 

minimum soil disturbances and covering the bare 

soil with a cover crop or a mulch of organic 

materials. This also encourages crop rotation. 

“Before practicing CA, I got zero to two bags of 

maize an acre,” says Richard. “Now I get 10 to 15 

bags an acre.” Each bag is 100 kilograms. 

Northern Tanzania experiences two rainy seasons—

long rains from April to June and a shorter rain from 

November to December. In recent years, both the 

timing and amount of rain have been inconsistent 

and unreliable. These changes make it hard for 

farmers to know when to start preparing the land for 

planting or when to start planting. 

 

Soil erosion and lack of soil fertility are also 

challenges. The soil has been damaged by erosion 

By Gladys Terichow, MCC 

 

 

Working to prevent and treat disability around 

the world, as well as building inclusive 

communities for those affected by disability, is a 

cause that inextricably links with the need to 

ensure environmental sustainability. That is why 

cbm is working to achieving Goal 7 in relation to 

disability around the world. 

Poor environmental quality is directly responsible 

for about 25% of all preventable disabilities and 

sickness in the world, with diarrhoeal diseases as 

a leading cause. For example, areas that have 

been deforested are more susceptible to 

flooding, landslides, and other natural disasters 

than areas with healthy tree growth. In addition 

to the disabilities these natural disasters directly 

cause, they also increase the risk of water-borne 

and overgrazing. As a result, most rainfall never 

becomes available to crops but runs off the hard, 

crusted soil. Evaporation also accounts for the loss 

of moisture.  

 

Mennonite Central Committee supports training in 

Kipara’s village of about 700 families. Richard is a 

leader of the training group in his village.  “Some of 

my neighbours said I was using witchcraft,” says 

Richard. “Those who said I was using witchcraft now 

realize it was not. They are learning from me.” 

MCC is contributing $1.2 million towards this three-

year project through MCC’s account at the Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank. This is one of more than 17 CA 

projects that MCC supports around the world.  

 

 
diseases and susceptibility to potentially disabling 

diseases such as vitamin A deficiency and impaired 

mental development.  

cbm developed the “Survival Yard” Program in Niger 

to help combat the effects of climate change which 

have drastically reduced the people’s season of 

harvest. The Survival Yard is an inclusive, 

community project that works directly with persons 

of disability and their families to develop a 25x25m 

survival yard, equipped with a well, watering canals, 

and a border of productive bushy trees to block out 

the harsh winds of the Sahara. 

The project has provided persons with disabilities 

with the opportunity to garden and grow trees. This 

provides them with food to eat, food to sell, fodder 

for livestock and firewood. The program also links 

in with education around health, nutrition, clean 

water, sanitation and hygiene.  

 

David Lewis, CBM Australia 

 

Survival Yard in Niger 
 By David Lewis, cbm Australia 

Richard and Rose Kipara stand in their maize field with 

children, Joshua, 2, and Robert, 12. 

 



  

Ontario Christian Gleaners 

 

Our volunteers are not only the 

driving force behind what we do, 

but have also become strong 

advocates in their communities for 

the needs of the world's less 

fortunate! They share a deep 

CCRDA Welcomes Loving Arms Charitable Corporation 

CCRDA Member Profile:  

Ontario Christian Gleaners is an interdenominational 

Christian charity that partners with relief and 

development agencies to feed orphans, refugees and 

natural disaster victims in the third world.  We use 

excess produce to create a dehydrated soup mix that 

is used to feed hungry people in over 40 nations 

worldwide.  Over 30 percent of vegetables in North 

America never make it onto store shelves because 

they are deemed unsaleable due to size, colour, 

shape or other cosmetic "deficiencies".  Ontario 

Gleaners accepts donations of these otherwise 

nutritional vegetables to produce a soup mix that 

provides basic dietary requirements for many 

disadvantaged children.  A three pound bag of 

dehydrated mix will feed 100 children making it 

extremely economical for shipping and distributing. 

 

Our organization began operations in the fall of 

2008.  In that short time, we have provided in excess 

of 17 million servings of soup with 7 million of those 

in calendar 2012. Each weekday, an average of 60 

volunteers donate their time to processing 

approximately 5000 pounds of produce.  These 

efforts produce over 30,000 servings of soup daily.  

By Dave Rochester, Ontario Christian Gleaners 

During the CCRDA Board meeting last September, the 

Board unanimously voted to approve the membership 

application of Loving Arms Charitable Corporation. 

The Loving Arms Charitable Corporation is a non-

profit organization established in Canada for the sole 

purpose of helping the people of Guatemala. Loving 

Arms' vision is to provide hope and assistance in 

transforming the lives of families and children in 

small towns and villages in Guatemala, by providing 

activities and programs to families to educate, 

nourish their bodies and souls, build relationships 

and help them to help themselves. The CCRDA Board 

warmly welcomes Loving Arms Charitable 

Corporation!   

 

 

 

 

Ontario Christian Gleaners is a partnering 

organization.  We provide our soup mix free of 

charge (FOB our Cambridge facility) to reputable 

organizations who: 

 Have the necessary infrastructure in place for 

effective distribution. 

 Are committed to long term sustainability and 

development. 

 Share the gospel message along with 

humanitarian aid. 

 Will commit to providing reporting of their 

distribution efforts. 

benefit.  We regularly host facility tours for the 

general public and we would be pleased to have 

you come and check us out as well.  Find us on the 

web at www.OntarioGleaners.org or on Facebook 

www.Facebook.com/OntarioGleaners.   

 

 

 

concern to "give justice to the poor and the orphan; 

uphold the rights of the oppressed and the 

destitute.” Psalm 82:3. 

 

We would love to hear from fellow CCRDA members 

with specific projects that our food product could 

http://www.ontariogleaners.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OntarioGleaners


Member News 

 

New Efficient Stoves Praised by Guatemalan Women and Reverse 

Effects of Deforestation 

? Africa 
With a mere 31 per cent of its land area covered by 

forest, Guatemala faces one of the highest 

deforestation rates in Central America. As recently as 

1993, the nation obtained 90 per cent of its energy 

from wood, losing up to 60,000 hectares of forest 

annually. Some argue that the Indigenous people of 

Guatemala; the Mayans’ slash and burn agricultural 

practices are to blame for this severe deforestation 

and soil degradation.  

 

The figures above are exacerbated by the fact that 

the population has doubled since 1985, reaching 14, 

757, 316 people in 2011. 50 per cent of the 

population lives below the national poverty line. 

These are the people Loving Arms serves; aiming to 

meet their immediate needs as well as encourage 

self-sufficiency.  

 

In order to both reverse the loss of wood as an 

environmental resource, as well as to improve the 

quality of life for the Indigenous people of 

Guatemala, Loving Arms began their stove program 

in 2010.  The smoke being emitted by the pre-

existing stoves were causing respiratory illnesses, 

such as lung disease and tuberculosis and also 

resulted in cataracts, said Huge Ventura, Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The stoves were releasing toxins into the 

atmosphere, as well as back into the homes. They 

extremely slow. 

 

Our new, efficient wood- burning stoves produce 

immediate benefits to the owner and their family. 

Respiratory illnesses declined dramatically, the 

women’s homes are no longer filled with smoke 

during the cooking process and because the stoves 

are more efficient the women do not have to spend 

as much time in their homes cooking, and can look 

for work outside of the home to provide for their 

families. Importantly, the stoves positively impact the 

environment. The Loving Arms stoves use two-thirds 

less wood than the original stoves, meaning the 

recipients don’t have to purchase, or source as much 

wood.  

 

To date, 150 stoves have been built by Loving Arms 

teams. If you would like to learn more about our 

stove program, and other work we do, contact 

lovingarms@me.com.   
Source 1:  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Americas/Guatemala-

ENVIRONMENT.html#ixzz2I5hI8sqq 

Source 2: http://dapa.ciat.cgiar.org/tracking-forest-loss-on-the-guatemala-belize-

border/ 

 
 

 

 

 

By Paola Di Clemente, Loving Arms Charitable Corporation 

 

also require a 

substantial amount 

of wood to function 

and distribute heat 

unevenly making the 

cooking process 

In 2012, World Renew completed its home 

reconstruction work in Haiti.  In total, the 

organization built 3,425 earthquake and hurricane-

resistant homes for earthquake survivors over three 

years. “The homes were built using local, Haitian 

labor and World Renew ensured that every 

homeowner had a legal title to their house and 

property or permission from the land owners so 

that there would be no chance of someone trying to 

force them from their home,” said Ken Little, Senior 

Project Manager for World Renew. Most of these 

homes were built near the epicenter of the 

earthquake in the Leogane plains, where people 

were hardest hit by the earthquake’s 

devastation.  One hundred and sixty five houses, 

however, were built in the surrounding mountains. 

 

World Renew will continue its Haiti earthquake 

response program in 2013 by focusing on efforts 

to restore livelihoods.  This program is called 

“LEAP” (Livelihoods for Earthquake Affected 

People) and is entering its third year.  

 

mailto:lovingarms@me.com
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Americas/Guatemala-ENVIRONMENT.html#ixzz2I5hI8sqq
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Americas/Guatemala-ENVIRONMENT.html#ixzz2I5hI8sqq
http://dapa.ciat.cgiar.org/tracking-forest-loss-on-the-guatemala-belize-border/
http://dapa.ciat.cgiar.org/tracking-forest-loss-on-the-guatemala-belize-border/


Adam Linnard, Program 

Research & Carbon Offsets, 

CAUSE Canada 

 
 

CAUSE Canada’s friends in Sierra Leone, Guatemala, 

and Honduras are confronted by local and global 

changes undermining their sustainability. Of these, 

climate change – especially its impacts on precipitation 

and storms – is the most threatening and most 

daunting to address. Despite its enormity, and despite 

relatively miniscule contributions to emissions, our 

problem. That’s why CAUSE Canada is 

committed to assessing and adjusting its own 

operations.  

 

Illustrative of this is our biggest fundraiser, the 

Canmore Rocky Mountain Half Marathon. 

Already one of North America’s greenest races, 

every year we find creative ways to improve. 

Among other achievements we boast a waste-

free start/finish area, paperless registration, 

winner’s medals of recycled glass, serving only 

local baking and BC fruit, and sustainably 

sourced and functional runner’s swag. In 2012 

this included popular Buff headwear and a tree 

seedling. 

 

Environmental sustainability must be 

simultaneously understood and addressed as a 

local and global issue. That means 

environmental programs must be matched with 

overseas partners are eager to do what they can to 

diminish climate change. 

 

CAUSE Canada’s response has been to retrain our focus 

on environmental sustainability. In 2011 we launched 

CAUSE Canada Carbon Offsets, our most direct 

environmental programming, to help Canadians 

understand the connections between their 

consumption and livelihood impacts in the Global 

South. Our offset programs overseas are currently 

embedding in local communities as work begins on 

landfill gas utilization, biogas digestion, and plastic 

recycling programs in Sierra Leone, plus renewed 

reforestation in Guatemala.  

 

We have worked hard to establish our offset programs 

as community development initiatives that reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, differentiating us in the 

carbon offset market. Essential to making that happen 

is refusing to delegate responsibility for change to 

those who already contribute (and benefit) least to the 

Attacking Climate Change  
 

 

By Adam Linnard, CAUSE Canada Locally and Globally 
 

behavioural 

change if 

we hope to 

confront 

issues as 

enormous 

as climate 

change.  

 



If you would like to become a member of CCRDA, please contact us or visit our website for more information. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

March 4 

 

 

CCRDA AGM  

9:00am-4:30pm 

 

9:00am:    Annual General Meeting 

10:30am: “What you Need to Know about  

                NGO Tax Law” 

1:00pm:   CCRDA Strategy Update 

2:00pm:   “Reaching your  

                Fundraising/Marketing Goals for  

                2013” 

 
World Vision Canada, Mississauga, ON 
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Meet CCRDA's Board  

Now That’s Progress is the quarterly newsletter of 

CCRDA. If you would like to suggest a theme for a 

future issue or have an idea about an addition to the 

newsletter, please let us know.  We welcome your 

feedback!  The Spring issue will be sent to you in April.  

You will soon receive a request for articles.  Your 

general news and announcements are always welcome. 

Through collaboration, we can maximize the impact of 

our efforts in relief, development, and justice activities.  

  

mailto:ccrda@ccrda.ca
http://www.ccrda.ca/

